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The Xi Jinping Administration and China’s
“Favor-Granting Policies”

Mitsutoyo Matsumoto
Professor, Faculty of Contemporary Society, Kyoto Women’s University

[Abstract)

Despite the Favor Granting policies promoted by Hu Jintao’s
administration is viewed as a defeat, Xi Jinping did not give up these
policies. This article will take the initial steps to discuss the reasons,
changes and background for Xi Jinping’s government inheriting the
Favor Granting policies. One of the reasons why the Xi Jinping’
administration continues to promote the Favor Granting policies is
because of the manifestation of the ‘coordination promoting effect’,
which is referring to the partisanship of Democratic Progressive
Party’s “maintaining the status quo’. On the other hand, the Favor
Granting policies executed by Hu Jintao’s government were futile
regarding the socialization effect and created a principal-agent problem
in the pork barrel politics. Therefore, Xi Jinping has made adjustments
to overcome the issues mentioned above. According to the analysis
of this paper, Xi Jinping’s administration has furthered the effect
of promoting coordination to advance reunification, rolled out new
policies that focus on the socialization effect, as well as arrangements
for attempts that could undermine the principal-agent problem when
implementing the pork barrel politics. Overall, Xi Jinping upgraded

its pork-barrel methods compared to the Favor Granting policies under
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Hu Jintao.

Keywords:Xi Jinping, Favor-Granting Policies, coordination
promoting effect, socialization effect, principal-agent

problem
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